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McKim Free School 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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Maryl and (July 1969) NATI ON AL PARK SE RV ICE 
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NATIONAL REG I STER OF HISTORIC PLACES Bal t~~Qre City 
I NVENTOR Y - NOM IN ATION FORM FO R N PS USE ONLY 

1----. - --
CNlRV N UMl;l:R ~ATCC 

(Type <c1/l e ntrie s - comple te applicable !Sections) -- ----
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11. NAME 
. . ... 

CO....,MON : 

McKim ' s School 
"N O • CR HIST ORI C: 

Mc Kim Free School 
l~· LOCA T]ON '-"-w 

' 
STREE T AN C' N UM6E R: 

1120 East Baltimore Street 
CITV OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 
ST t. TE l CODE I COUNTV : I coor. 
Maryland I 24 I Balt imore Citv I 510 

f3.° CLAS SIFICATION <·:·:. ?· '. : ·.'~· .... :/.···:. 
C ATEGORY ACCESSIBLE 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
TO THE PUBLI C (ChP c k One) 

0 District [] Building D Public Public A cquis i tion: IXJ Occupi"cl Yes : 

Rl Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupi ed ~ Restr i cted 0 Si te 0 Structure 

l'J Both CJ Being Considered 0 P :-e se1votion work 0 Unrestric 1ed 
LJ Objec t 

in progress 0 No 

PRESEN T USE (Chec k O ne or A/ore as A ppropriate) 

" ~ Ag r iculturol D Gov~rnment D Pork D Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Comm.,r cial 0 lnclustriol 0 Private Residence ~Other (Speci fy) ------- -
[XJ Educal i o~ol D Mi li tary 0 Re ligious Community recreation - --
CJ E n1erto inment 0 Museum Cl Scient if ic - --- -··----

C4 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: .,,., 
The Trustees of McKim's School ~ .., 

S TREET I.NO NUMBER : '< 
1120 East Baltimore Street ...... 

t.J 

CODE 
;::l 

C l TY OR TOW N : STATE: 0. 

Baltimore Maryland 24 
rs:-cocArlo·N"0F T Eo"A-c ·c;"Esc-R1 Pr10N 

cou~THousE. RE G !S TR V OF oEe:os~ E-Tc~fber: -TK 293 Folio : 108 
Land Record Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court t-t 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 
,.... 

! Room 610 , Bal t imore City Courthouse 
IC ITV OR TOWN: ST A TE CO DE 

~ltimo~e Maryland 24 
--l 

, 6. RE PRESENTATION :.:.IN~E..:..X:.::f.:..S T~I N.;.:G:_;:;S..::U..:..R;_V..:..E:_Y_S::...__ _________ (·-
TITLE OF SU RI/EV : 

Maryl and Re ister of Historic Sit~?-. aJJ<! L_<if!Q.marks 
I 

1.., 
I ~ 

~ -- ~ 
. L 

c 
o--TE O F SURlllOY : 1970 IJ F edera l I x Sta te 

~~~e:~:~;l;~~~Ta~on~R~~'........'.~~ol~~=ss~tv~~~r~vl~~~:~:~l~E-cT~o~;~:~:~·t=----------------------~·-----____j STREET ANO NUMBER: 

_..:..l::=-~l _C_o_u_n_•Y:__ _ _ l..:.. . ..;.I L o_c_o_I __ 

2525 Riva Road ' 

~L-~1 
. .:J 

CITV OR TOWN: STATE ; 

______ .. ___ _ 
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(Cheek One) ,. 
CONDITION 

[] Excellent CJ Good (JC Foir Q Deteriorated 
~~~ ~---

0 Ruins 

Int~ior cc1i,., k 0 "'') Exterior 
l~ Aliered JU Una ltered 

(Chork One) 

o e.sc R 1 BE. T~I E: PRE S_E_N_T_ A_ N_ D_O_R _I G-1N_A_ L_ (. I1- kno":;:.) PH-Y s_
1
_c _A _L _A_P_P_E_A~R-A;:;C E 

r-i Moved XJ Origonol Site 

The NcKim ' ? Sch.ool is located on the north side of Eas t Baltimore Street i n 
Baltimore City~ 

William Howard, the designer of the Barnum's City Hotel in Baltimore (built 
between 1825 and 1827 and demolished in 1889), and Williafn Small who designed 
extant Archbishop 's Residence on North Charles Street , Baltimore, were the 
architects for this archaeologically-~accurate Greek-style building. The 
designers copied the Temple of Athena and Hephaestus , better known as the 
Thesium , in Ath ens , for the granite facade of the school. The sides were 
derived from the north wing of the Propylaia on the Ath enian Acropol is . Six 
freestone co lumns , seventeen feet tall, support the entablature and pediment . 
This popular Doric style was noticeable in the design of Small' s several 
buildings , including Male School #1 at Greene and Fayette Streets in 1830; 
Male School #3 on Aisquith Street, 1831-1832; and Male and Female School #2 
at Broadway and Bank Street in 1834 . 

The interior was originally a single large r oom wi t h· a brick floor . Subse­
quently, two small rooms were created and the brick floor was covered with 
hardw·ood and a wooden ceiling was hung beneath the pitched roof. In 1945 , 
when the building was adapted for use as a neighborhood recreation center, 
a mezzanine floor and a double s taircase l eading to two classrooms and a 
storeroom were install ed . Beneath the s t airs is an alcove which can be used 
as a stage, and in th.e rear (north) of the buildi ng are two offices, lava ... 
tories, and a furnace room . 

. 
I 

--- --·-------------- -----------' 

------· ··----

m 

m 

z 

-i 

;::o 

c 
n 
--; 

0 



' .• 
:· 

( 
f 

, -'• 

, . 
f ! . 

'· 
•,., I .. 

.. "": . 
. , 

z 
0 

z 

UJ 

B- 19 

(f.S t GNlFl ~~NC~---- _ __ _ ~------- - - - - - - ------- "] ·---
OEMtoc (Ch t~c k One or 1'\Jor e os Approsuistc) , 

0 Pre-Columbion : [] 16 th Cen tu ry 

O 15t h Century 0 17th Cen t ur y 

11 18 th Cen tur y 

' IX 19 th Cen 1ury 

0 2 01h Cen tur y 

-- --
SPECIFIC D.r. T EISI (If Applicab l e and Known) },,.8..,_3-M3'---- ---- - ------------------.; 
AR EAS OF S IGN IFICANC E ( Chec k One or M ore os Approprlut<t) 

Abor i9inol ~ E cfucotion D Poli 1ico l 0 Urbon Plan ning 

0 P re hi s fO! i c 0 E ngi n~eri ng 0 Re l igion/ Phi. KJ O ther (Speci f ,-) 

0 H i s tori c 0 Industry lo•ophy communitx .r.~~ti on 
0 Agr icuhure 0 Inven tion CJ Science 

~ Arc hi l e cture 0 Loncfsc ope LJ Scu lp 1ur e 

0 Art ArchrtcCl~e rJ Soc •O I/ H uman· 

[) Co mme•co 0 Litc ioiure "" i t orion 

0 C ommunica tions 0 Mili ta ry u T he ater 

0 Con s e rvotion D Mus i c n T ron,.,por toti on 

S T A TEM E NT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

McKim's School is the most( archaeologica110 correct Greek-style building 
in Baltimore according to Richar d H. Howland and Eleanor P. Spencer.l 

In the early nineteenth century, John McKim (1742-1819), a Quaker merchant, 
''animated by the noble desire of promoting the education and thereby in­
cr easing the future happi nes s and comfort of a portion of poor youths in the 
c ity," conceived the i dea of a "School for the education of indigent youth 
wi t hout r espect or pr e f er ence to any r e l igi ous sect or denomination .'' He 
conveyed annui ties f rom his estat e "to Trustees persons usually attend 
ing divine worship at Friends Meeting Hous e " The Trustees were "de-
cl ar ed to be one body politic and corporate, with perpetual succession i n 
deed and in law to all i ntents and purposes whatever . . ," and were t.o 
admini ster the ground r ents or annui ties provi ded and to maintain the build­
ing . 2 

John McKim never lived to see his school erected , but his sons , William D. 
and Isaac , undertook to carry out their father ' s plans. The school, from 
Kindergarten level upward, opened soon after the building was completed in 
1833. Despite the growth of the public school system , established in Balti­
more in 1826 , McKim's continued in operation until the period of the Civil 
War. At that time, there was a pressing need for day care and t h e school be­
came a facil ity for younger children only. This project was conducted until 
1945, when a youth program was added along with athletic training and a 
Bib l e School. 

In 1924, the Friends offered the building as a place of worship to an Italiar 
~resbyterian congregation. This led to an alliance of Friends and Presbyter­
ians which is today the McKim Community Association . The Association was 
formed to ensure continuation of objectives set forth in the charter for use 
of the building for educational purposes. In 1955 , the Association was jn­

corporated to ovBrsee all aspects of the Mc.Kim projects , which by now hacl ex ­
panded beyond the building itself. the As sociation uses the building for 
some of its programs and McKim's School is sti ll serving the community's 
present-day requirements, as John McKim intended it ·should . 

lThe Architecture of Baltimore (Baltimoxe, 1953), p., 59, 
2cfiarter of McK1m ' s School incorporated by the General Assembly of 

Maryland , December Seesion, 1810: with the By-Laws of the Trustees of that 
Institution . Baltimore, 1821. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL l?EFERENCES -------- ---------------
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.• 

• Recorder: Mrs . 
1Jdhri Howard Eager III , Volunteer, Maryland Historical 

Trust , 2525 Riva Road , Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Sources ; 
see continuation sheet 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
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NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

Degrees Minutes Se conds 
0 • • 

0 

0 

0 

Degrees Minute~ Seconds 
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0 

L A'1TUOE 

Degrees Min., tes 
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39 17 

s.,conds 

27 

Degrees 
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l . O NGI TUOE'. 

Mi nutes Seconds 

36 06 

A PPROX•MATE ACREAG E OF NOMIN A TED PROPERT-~~_g.cr~_!i_ _ ______ __________________ -i 

;LIST 4 L L STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT I ES OVE R LAF>PING S T A TE OR COU N TY BOUND A R I E S 

ST A TE: CODE 

S T.A TE: CODE 

STATE: CODE 

! STATE : CODE 

Fn .. FORM PREPARED BY 
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NAME AN D TITLE:: 

COUNTY . 
CODE 

COUNTY : CODE 
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Arthur Towns end, Associate Director for Field Services , and staff 
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!
D A TE 

Maryland Historical Trust ___ ~~-~~--~--~~--~~~~~.__J_u_n_e~2_94-~19_;_7_2 ----1 
•STREET ANO NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Annapolis 
\12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlFICAl lON 

As rhe designa led St;,te Liaison Officer for th e Na ­

tional Historic Preservation Act of J966 (Pub l ic L«w 

89-665). I h ereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register a nd cert ify that it has been 

evaluated accord in~ to the c riteri a a nd procedu res set 

fo rt h by the National Park Service. The recomnre nded 

level cf significance of this nominat ion is: 

Natio:-1al KJ State O Local 0 

Name ~a-='-~~OJV\--=-~~o_l--'-<lJ_._~--"-'--1 v __ 
Orlando Ri dout IV 

Title State Liaison Officer for 
Maryland 

na~ June 29, 1972 

ST A TE COOE 

Marv land 24 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

J hereby ce rtify that th is pr operty is inc luded in the 

National R egiste r. 

Cilief, bffic"e of Arch eology and His tori c PrescrvM ion 
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ST ATE 
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUM9 ER I DATE 

(Numb er oil entrle11) 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS, continued 

Landmark List 

1965 Local x '~ 

Commission for Historjca1 and Architectural Preservation 
402 City llall 
Baltimore, Maryland State code 24 

9 . BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

I 

Alexander, Robert. "William F. Small, Architect of the City . " Journal of 
th~ Society of Architectural Historians, vol. 20, no. 2 (May 1961). 

Charter of McKim 's School, incorporated by the General Assembly of Maryland 
December session, 1810: with the By-Laws of the Trustees of that 
Institution . (Baltimore: T. Murphy, Printer, 1821). 

Howland, Rjchard H. and Spencer , Eleanor P. The Architecture of Baltimore . 
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1953, p. 59). 

Personal interviews with Philip My ers , Trustee of McKim's School . 
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12. LOCATION : 
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13. MAP REFERENCE •. , .. 

SO U RCE: 

U.S.G.S. 7 1/2' auadran'1'1e Baltimore Eas t 
SC A l.. E: 1.24.000 
D A TE: 1953 ohotor1wi,sed 1966 
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I. Property broundories where required. 

2. Norlh o rrow. 

3. Lot itude ond longitude reference . 

------------ - -- - ------ - - ------ ------------

\ 

\ 

... .... 

. ' 

··J 

··" ' . • 
' 



,_: .... (,') ,. 

LU :t 

o:w 
0 0 Ir 
~- ,...... 

~ c:::: <D C\J 
;:: f'(') ;.... 

0 _J 0 -

::r: <{ c.o & (.) co ,...... rf') 
(/) w 

f- 0 lJJ 
(/) (/) => 0 
- <{ t- .:::> 
:E w - ..... 
- (.!)_ 
~OZf­
oC\IO <l 
:;?=_J.....J 

\ 

0-- , ......__ . 
I 
~-

11 1L .,·,_ <1' I• ;;, ·i- '_' .Jo'·<~) 
t.,. .19'-:.,,' · I •• • 

18 
• ..lo 'J - -~ . • , Ferry , , ,, 

- ·. -:.1.• ~-~is~t. · .:- ._ • ,, • Bar . ' \ 

,' 
b ,,... - ' 

. ' ~ \ I tB ; '10 

2 
8 r , 

- ' 1. 

"' 
39'15' - 1--'-U. \ __ \ .\_ 11-

- ... ... . . 4 ,'1. 

362 -- --

Control by USGS. lJSt &(;!,, lJSCf .. tr1d; 11y ol fi.tl t1rr 1c,, .. 

P'? r 
\l" 

LI 

.!2 I 
\. 

/ 
. ........ .,.._ ., . 

l...J I 

---- -

~· ' 
1& ' ., 

,>;/ 

FERRY BAR CHANN£t. ( f'A ' T 11£0711 

12 
l,!J) 

11 
( 17 .. ... ' i.? 

~ \ I. 
-,) 

j /J11 ~ 
163 I~ 

• MN 
J 



-Jllf4 

•, 
.. 

" ' 

.. 

;' 

% 

0 

1-

u 
::> 

a::: 
I-

z 

w 
w 

S1 ATE 

Maryland 
I 

UNll F" STATES DEPARTMrNT OF THE INT ERIOR l NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REG ISTER OF HI STORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAP H FORM 

COUNTY 
. --·-- ..... 

Baltimore City 
1----F_O_R NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER D AT E 

IL' NAMt ·\ -- -- I 

: 
' ... ' ' 

, . 
.. 

Mc Kim's ScfiooI - --
COMMON: • -· -· 
AN 0 10R HISTORIC: Mc Kim Free School 

12. (.OCA TlON - ,. -
----·-·--- --···--- ------ --------

STREET ANO NUM0ER : 

1120 East Baltimore Str eet --
C ITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 
- - _,._--·- ·--- -~ - '~ }iil)~1~~~:i':~:re Ci~~----·· Rl'I)~ 9 1 A T l • 

Maryland ·' '()-

13.· PHOTO Rt; FERENCE·, . •. . ··~ : I .. : -! . ·' " . ~ . 
Somerville PrtO TO CRE D IT: Romaine 

1968 ·---· 
DATE OF PHO 10: 

NEG AT 1~~ -;;:E-;;-· A ·r : Commis.sion for Historical an Cl Arclntectural Preservat1011 
Room 402, City llal 1, Baltimore, Maryland 

j4: IDENTIFiCATlet-. 
DE S C-RI 6 E -VIEW, DIREC"flON, ETC . 

McKim ' s School from the southeast . 
·. 

' 

\0 

.· 

' ' ' I• 



Form 10·445 
(5/ 62) 

:.u 
N 
;;; 
w 
~ 
< .,, 
u.. 
0 
t­
IJ.I 
w 
I .,, 
z 
0 
0 
w 
0 
0 
< 
w 
tO 

>-

"" ::? .,, 
:t: 
Cl. ... 
r 

r-
0 
:r. 
Cl. 

w 
z 
< 
z 
0 
t­
<( 
::;;. 

0 
u.. 
L 

....J . 

< 
t­
z 
w 
:i! 
u.: 
...J 
Cl. 
Cl. 
:J .,, 

l. STAT E 

COUNTY 

Maryl and 
Baltimor e City 

TOWN VICINI TY 

srnE ET No. Bal t:lmore & Aisqui th 
//:lo £. /.j~f;~ ~~ 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PR ESENT USE 

WA LL. CONSTRUCT ION 

NO. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

. INVENTORY B-19 

McKim Free School 
DA TE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITl:CT 

Bl>ILDER 

3. FOR L I BRARY OF CONGR ESS USE 
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McK I M FREE SCHOOL 

11 20 E. Balt i more Street 1833 Architects: W i I I iam Howard & 
. Wi l ham F. Small 

The Mc Kim School was a n innovation in education when it was built in 1833. Long 
a dream of John'"McKim, a successfu l Quaker merchant, it became a rea lity through his 
bequest of $600 annually for the support of a free school to be admin istered by the Society 
of Friends . The school flourished as a charitable institution until the spread and gradual •• 
improveme~t of public education at the turn of the century. Since then, it has functioned 
as a church and as headquarters for the M_cKim Community Center. 

The bu il ding, designed by William Howard a nd Wi lliam F. Small , reflects the popular 
interest in Greece during the l 820 1s, and it served as a model for other school a rchitecture · , 
in the city • ..It is the most archaeologically accurate building in Baltimore, being a copy of 
the Theseum and north wing of the Propylaea, in Athens. 

,Deed ref: TK 293/108 
Wd: 5 Sec : 7 
Blk: 1338 Lot: 4 

Lot size: 481 x 169' 

Owner: McKim School Trustees 
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